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Architect s statement

The land consists of 14 acres at the
edge of the cobbled alluvial fan of the
Absoroka Mountains. The house sits
on the edge of the only sheltering fea-
ture in a valley famous for its winds,

Marlboro Country views, and storms -
an ancient bank of the now-receded
Yellowstone River. The land is treeless;
and the perfectly parabolic bank that
dissects the property in a north-south
line anchors the building.

The owner s original program was for
a part-time residence to be constructed
in two parts. The first scheme was
defined by a mirroring of the arcing
bank and creation ofa hull hovering
just below its crest, opened to the sun
and the staggering vistas to the east
and south. Both phases of that original

design were massed low and horizontal.

After reviewing the initial scheme, the
owner described the attributes of the
place that had compelled him to move
back to the valley after a five-year
absence: the wind, the sky and its

storms. He described the phenomen-
ology of climbing up to experience the
sky, rather than viewing it from the earth.
A part of the house, he said, needed

to climb above its horizon. A neighbour-
ing silo provided his example.

After spending some time searching
for a silo that could be reclaimed as
a dwelling, we determined to build
one instead. We decided that although
we would not mimic the horizontal
character of the valley floor, we needed
to avoid the massing of the other valley
dwellings, which tend to have blocky
proportions. Although in some sense
stylistically contextual , they lack
any connection to earth or sky. The
silhouette of such a typical two-storey
structure on a broad footprint blocks
a maximum amount of sky. We specu-
lated on the character of the region s
grain silos and elevators, and mimicked
their formal strategy of axis-mundi and
minimal, but dramatic, skyprint.

The View Silo is designed to occupy
the smallest practical footprint of earth
and the narrowest possible sliver of sky.
The building tapers and appears to
twist in a form generated through a
mirroring of the ancient river bank.
Should phase 2 (the Hull) ever be con-
structed, it will continue this warping arc
in a low horizontally attenuated mass
to the south of the Silo.

The approximately 1500ft?> program is
organised vertically. Entry is at grade,
with sleeping spaces below the crest of
the bank and partially embedded in the
earth. Immediately above are the work
and primary living spaces. The Silo
narrows above, and a mezzanine
for cooking and eating is located in the
tapering double-height volume. Above
this space, the stair tower becomes
open to the sky and terminates in
a rooftop observatory; its slatted peri-
meter provides a filtered 360° view, but
tends to force the eye upward to the
sky, which is the subject of this space.

The building is clad on the south and
east planar walls by a layered system
of 2x2" pine slats reclaimed from pick-
ling barrels. These verticals, which
range from silvery-grey to purplish-
black, are layered over a waterproofing
of brick-red asphalt roll roofing. Separ-
ated from the surface of the roll roofing
by a 2-inch gap so that all fasteners are
invisible, the spacing between the 2x2s
is typically half inch, but expands to
2 1/2" to differentiate areas of the eleva-
tions, and to provide varying amounts of

surface colour, and patterns of light and
shade to openings behind the continu-
ous surface of slats. These surfaces
have the depth of colour of a faded

red barn.

To protect the (often unoccupied)
house during severe storms, and to
present the quiet uniform silhouette of
the local grain silos, the fenestration
can be completely shuttered. When
opened, the shutters provide a variety
of sun-shading appropriate to the
orientation of the facades. When
closed, they unify the structure against
the backdrop of mountains and sky.
Our hope is that at these times of
absence, the form will not be seen as
an empty house, but rather a kind of
geologic uplift that dissipates into,
and interlocks with, the sky.

Clark Stevens/RoTo

Addendum
Siting and massing have long been
a great preoccupation of mine, whether
it s planning entire campuses in a
mega-landscape (Sinte Gleska
University in South Dakota), or siting
an individual dwelling. | take note of
every natural and formal system at work
in the landscape, and try to identify and
extend what | think of as the intentions
of the land and place. Verticality was not
my initial response to Ron s site condi-
tion, but after hearing his convincing
description of the difference between
the ceremony of climbing to a view vs
revealing a view from the ground plane,
| looked for a way to make height
meaningful and appropriate.

| have been surprised to have driven
past Ron s tower with a number of
people who are interested in the west-
ern landscape and land use practice,
and yet do not take note of the tower.
It has a certain quiet nature in spite of its
height. It seems clear to me that the
more conventional massing of dwellings
in that big landscape - with no propor-
tional relationship to earth or sky - is

more offensive to our sensibilities than
a structure that expresses an axis-
mundi. | think the success of the tower
has to do with the minimisation of sky-
print as well as footprint. Some might
suggest that this triggers a nostalgic
response - grain silo memories - but
| think it is actually a physiological
response to a big horizon backed by
mountains meeting a totemic and,
hopefully, respectful sliver.
Nevertheless, it is an uphill battle to
convince people that a 40ft tower with
vertical 2x2 siding can be more appro-
priate than a two-storey block of
authentic log house bristling with all
manner of dormers.
CS

- ANS ~ MYNDY—




200 g 286 104" 23-6*
g 120 K 1240 2 s v o &-0) ) 1740 1M 54 s 56" $ 170 3 &0 p

| | ‘
| ATINNATINNNN S a3 T nEEEr R INNNEZINANEIENNNIIINNASIINNNEIINANTIIIANATIISNANTLE NAL
w130 | ] [ [ 1N [
BANNER RIS ! JUHLERLILLL JUULE LR ILLL i HuL o 4 ! i !

e
| |
T I =] T i o
| ) R RECK 1 1 N —— D .
)| | "f/,f il {t ¢ 1 S — \\.'.\ I \ 3 3
1 I % ) 5 | i ) | HiN | I | | N |
i il . 3 ' [{ ROOH DECK 3 | ] TR Crafilfenafiifilpgl 1294° | e e e e e e e e 125/4°
A gl e ‘ JHHH =% itV %
| 12 |l ~ —1 | ﬂ! | | 1 1 ‘\'ﬂ' 0N ‘ |
AATLY v v‘\_\’z w ~ 1 m—‘,lnz:‘:‘e‘r L ih‘: _r.: 111 Z zr4® 4 | 1 1 {Hh
i * A o0 0 0 0 00 ~FoorDIK © | { 1
: /'sl»/l,/ V¥, I ‘
: Wi | A=
-] =l VA Y () &' AN . SN \t')\! o — = — 1 i 1 | hd kS
g ] 1 | = 0 =
* Y e : \ ) ‘ .
2 KITCHEN » . R4 “ “ lifrtitie
1 1 \?T 11 | ‘ l*
- IN | | \
AL e e g | : - ? [ | U L | e g |
T | TRRGFoTTe ] I | | \ | mnwn.oow.e i ' i — THIRD FLOORS
! LOET | % LOFT — \ (] LOFT ‘ M ===
‘ ' | | 0 —
! ]
S > ’ LIVING ROOM | PORCH | | g A | ¥
- : i ] i - i
| S| — E|‘::]Z:|L_ i . \
2-SIDED CORNER-—aL !y L | . | | ' :‘
o 04 o | ! FIREPLACE (Lo T T — 1080 | : \ 1 Ry | ‘ 1084 g |
STCORDAOORS ’.{—;,— = i eyetapep— Foorneae T | (P | — | | 1 %j sma ‘ T e Tl sme
: / o 0 P | 2] T T S — ———
= / SR oA | 68N T T t -
7 P | | | B | 1 ‘ i
- < | s | SRR | - | | ‘1 ‘
: 2 : | 1 . - I :
0y —'__’= E ; ':.’ I l l I l I \‘ g asadiliiiiacns - ;5
ol BATHROOM — \ QLOSETE: : ¢ BEDROOM | | 4 S ] S | , \ ‘ I i b
= " 2
L P e : | T e
= '::'i ] ; 5 | | l l | “ri: —_—ﬁ"—
2 % IS 5 390/__
) )i : . 1 If [ — % J LR )
: < 11 A i3 FsTF @ ‘ ' “sgaaf ~ET - FRSTROGR® | | bt b 21
> >4 FaY efsle T
, > | S— b \\ | 2 111 [0
o . !
I~ e 1 .Y ' .Y
= : " : RIVER ROOM MECHANICAL =3 A N
BATHROOM e RIVER ROOM b § 1= ROOM ;
- ¢ 1
| 5 [
—l ."51_— B3t g | — _______________________E -5 g |
ILOUR N ’_J LOOR
[~

Sedion AA Section RB North elevation South elevation

o

s

s
:

@ 17.0° 1 17.0° < g2 . 120" 120 £ 12.0 12-0 Y
g | |
0 - _
S "G — ~ Y 1
= 3 5-8 UE® ,  SaLuE
— 5
— 2
p——1 P
— s 5 5
— 3 3
_ 8 2 3
f———————————— | BENCH t 5: g
[ c - T ———. | - Gy R i
J CssssssIsssssssEsssssEnEEsEEEEEEEEE _ e - - 3
T —————— 1 - \ i .
I : H TR r
' ! ' -
e —
= ' p " . o »
I ' ' . 2
[ — . ' " LINE OF LOIT FLOOR - : 3
e ' ' . ABOVE ' i o o
—————— . F] ' > .. ul
—_— ' ' - - . 5
| sacarenass ] . ! ' e - z i = e,
BEDROOM 2 b d - ] ' ' | A
. K | : [IF E
‘ L LIVING ! g — : %
. ! : s z 2| %
z ' ¥ ' hd S
bt - - 7| &
e E_-' ﬁoe : pa ' S " P
R ' :
5 / { BATHROOM | B : : |
- ! - - B
H i X1 1 . L
V0t s
= . 3 i
af Do S V| upr =
2R == T
N S =N )
- — r
“-.:_:.‘ | A .
............. | A : |
............ i g o a
. % % I %
° UP IR hi * al a
h -
~
..................... 1|
5 3.0
o% TTREADS & 9" X
ALSO RLIERTO
DWG. ALl 5.5 13 S5 13"
) 104" !
| 15108 441 e

Ground ficor level Upper floor level Upper floor mezzanine level Roof dedk level



The outer dadding of
timber battens acts as
anenvironmental saremn
against the extremes

of the Montanadimate,
ranging fromdy, hat
summeas toblizzardsin
winter. The slats filter
harsh sunlight, buffer the
skyvianing platform fran
wind, and hepto

frame the landscape.
Theimmense view is
inescapable, even a form
of tyranny. The inhabitant,
discomfited, needs
somenwheretorereatino
andwithdraw fromthe
scalelessness of the land.
The skats withhold and
focus views. Windows
frame spedific areas of the
site, the views to the east
fwhere the MarlboroMan
akwere filmed), and

the cottorwoads along the
ver. Windowswere locat -
ed during the computer
maodeling stage; however,
the need for morewin -
cons became apparernt
when itGame to constr e -
tion, and theywere
pragmatically added.

The big hoppers openand
shut. The house is a part-
time residence, dosed
doanwhenthe owrneris
angy. In this dosed condi-
tion, the building endeav -
ours to be as near as
possible to the iconic
agricultural strudures of
the region.

The slats areredaimed
ceclar. The patteming they
form varies from halfinch
spadng to missing teeth.
Spacing is densest at

the base, pragressively
opening towards the sky
as the dadding of slats
and infill panels rises up
the building. The slats, not
sealed with UV protedtion,
will fade to chocolate
broamn

The primary strucureis
insicde. A solid foundation
rises fromthe pouredaon -
aete piers and anchors
the four comers. The stick
(stuc)) framing twists to
formangles

in the wall planes (in plan
and in section) thatt shif t
as the tower rises. In this
windy place, the shif ting
planes of the facades arise
fomamapping ofthe

site topograpy.

This is avery cheap build -
ing, comparablewith a

kit house cost of US$90
per square foot.
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GX6 POST,

LAG SCREWS INTO 6X6 POST.
SIZE OF LAG SCREWS AS PER

STRUCTURAL

NOTES

SIMILAR CONNECTION DETAIL
AT OTHER END

3x3x1/4" STEEL ANGLE

. ’ et
N ' 27 L -
~ R ' & ¥ - ,"/,_--‘
WINDOW 9 ARG OUTSHIE FACE—"" |
OF WINDOW FRAME 4/ OUTSIDE
FACE OF 112" PLYWOOD
2 LAYERS OF /2" PLYWOOD
TOTAL MULLION DEPTH =2 m\
3X3X1/4" STEEL ANGLE
MULLION HEADER
'
-d-'_-‘- - -

NOTCH 2X6 SO STEELANGLE—"
IS FLUSH AT BOTTOM ONLY / —.

)

o |

WRAP VAPOUR BARRIER™
AROUND ENTIRE MULLION
SHIM AS REQUIRE

NOTES

SPACES (GAPS) AROUND WINDOW FRAME
ARE EXAGGERATED FOR CLARITY

Al ALL ROUGH OPENINGS ENSURETO

)
/'x<<

)

L

o
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CUSTOM BRACKET TYPE 'B*
SEE DRAWING SK-A28.7

WRAP ROLL ON ROOFING OVER
3 SIDES OF MULLION

PREFINISHED METAL FLASHING

SLIDING DOOR 22

ALIGN INSIDE FACE OF

INSTALL AN EXTRA LAYER OF AIR BARRIER
MIN. 36" FROM ROUGH OPENING PERIMETER
EDGE AND OVERLAPPING VAPOUR BARRIER.

LINE OF CONC, BELOW

2X2% @ 2" O.C VERT,

_@

(T.0. BEAM = 108"4 3/4"
U/S BEAM = 1077 12%)

1 34" AIR SPACE 558"
172" PLYWOOD
3.2X10 BUILT UP BEAM 51/14"

FACE OP CONC. @

SLIDING DOOR W/ FACE
OF 5/3* DRYWALL FINISH

kLY

5|

XX RHXXERREE

G X 10POST (5 1/4" X 9 1/4")

g 3147

2L
| 34" f 117"
1
\\‘(
e .

L

'-7 ----- =
6 X 10 POSTS BELOW

— @

1/2* LAG BOLTS SEE STRUCTURAL

3»

)

312" X 11 /4" VERSA-LAM
112" X 11 /4" SPACER

172" PLYWOOD

13/4* AIR SPACE

2X2'S @ 2" O.C. VERT.

HXXNXXXK

1

l S 14"

-

APPLY FLASHING UNDER———

BUILDING PAPER

FLASH ON BOTH SID

HEAVY GUAGE (1/8" THICK:
PREFINISHED METAL FLAS
SLOPE TO POSITIVELY DRAIN|
CAULK AT SIDING |

T WINDOW 14 INSTALLED TO
TOP OF EXTERIOR FACE OF
WINDOW IS FLAUSH WITH
EXTERIOR PLYWQOD
SHEATHING.

MOUNTING BRACKETS:
1 1/2°x3*X1/4" STEEL

2x4 LEDGER LAG SCREWED INTO
2x6 SILL 1" ABOVT: EXISTING
2x6 ROUGH OPENING.

ANGLE (2" LONG) & 32" O.C. T
HORIZ. ATTACHED AFTER J /
ROLL ON ROOFING [$ INSTALLED.

CONTINUOUS 1 1721 1/2"x1/4" \ \
ll .

STEEL ANGLE PRE-ASSEMBLED
TO 2x2 SLATS W/ 3/8" x 1" LONG ‘
STEEL BOLT WELDED THRU ANGLE !

- -
- - —
-~
=

-

A
REFER TO DETAILD RAWING —-“"""”:
SK-A 28.9 FOR OPERABLE SLAT '
LATCHING MECHANISM

'
'
HEAVY GUAGE (1/8" THICK) [
PREFINISHED METAL FLASHING :

UNDER ROOFING AT HEAD

OVER ROOFING AT SILL.

CONINTUOUS GALVANIZED
STEEL HINGE

CONTINUOUS 1 172"x1 1/2"x1/4"
STEEL ANGLE PRE-ASSEMBLED
TO 2x2 SLATS W/ 3/8" x 1" LONG >
STEEL BOLT WELDED THRU ANGLE
SPACED AT 32" O.C. HORIZ. r -
§

l“_l‘q
MOUNTING CLIP: &“
1 1/2°x 1 1/2°x1/4" STEEL ANGLE

(2" LONG) WELDED TO ANGLE ON
2x2 SLATS W/ 3/8°x1 1/4* LONG y
BOLT WELDED TO ANGLE @ 32° 0.0

PROVIDE ADDITIONAL SCREW HO
FOR 2x2 SLAT ATTACHEMENT

MOUNTING BRACKETS: "

1 1/2"x3*X 1/4* STEEL ANGLE

(2* LONG) @ EACH END OF WINDOW
QPENING AND @ 32" O.C. HORIZ.
ATTACHED AFTER ROLL ON ROOFING
IS INSTALLED,

NOTES

SPACES (GAPS) AROUND WINDOW FRAME
ARE EXAGGERATED FOR CLARITY

AT ALL ROUGH OPENINGS ENSURETO
INSTALL AN EXTRA LAYER OF AIR BARRIER
MIN. 36" FROM ROUGH OPENING PERTMETER
EDGE AND OVERLAPPING VAPOUR BARRIER.

[ ——~—— * VAPOUR BARRIER

- ROLL ON ROOFING

CONTINDOUS STEEL ANG:
FOR MOUNTING 2x2 SLATS

MOUNTING BRACKER——
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Theproject took several
architect gained adeeper

understandiing of the

is anchoring: howan |
with its 24 ¢ footprint-
generated bythedient s
adialogue with the recti-
linear prismatic solids

of silo forms of the region.
Aswell, it is an axis-
mundi, eqaressing the
relationship between

low and horizontal, contextud, conneding
stick here -
emationally?

respondingtotheconcen  gounding. The basic issue

about imposingan

scape. Thisissuewas nat  physically, psychologically,

only contextual butalso
ing be permitted in such years, during which the

a place? However, the
perched ingppropriately elevated view - enters into

in the scaleless terrain,
ethical framewark of the earth and sky.

is areadybroached bythe  landscape. The 40fttoner,
neighbouring houses poetic aspiration for an

Theoigind schemewas  design, dlongwith its

nrusive form on the land -
integrity of the landscape

log cabin aesthetic.
Responding toand

existing is part of the

accommodating the pre-

ethical: should any build -
mostlyexqressing afaux

subdivision of 14-aae
parcels and existing
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